Welcome to Our Class!!
We Are Bananas For Learning!
Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year!  We are so excited to have your child in our class this year.
For those who were with us last year, you will notice some changes in our class this year!  Mrs. Phucas and Ms. Peek are no longer assisting in our classroom.  Mrs. Phucas is now teaching the 2nd and 3rd grade ASD class!  Ms. Peek is now teaching Art at an elementary school in Rockdale County!  It is so exciting to see both of them as lead teachers!  

Mrs. Sims and Mrs. Gaston will both be assisting in our class this year.  I am so excited to have them join us.  They have both substituted a great deal at DCES.  If your child was at Duncan Creek last year, I am sure they will recognize them!  We have also added new students and I’m excited about having the opportunity to develop new friendships! 
As the year begins, it can be overwhelming for both students and parents.  There will most certainly be a transition time for your child.  Please know that I want to hear of any changes that you are noticing or if you have any questions or concerns.  Never hesitate to contact me!  But, to get started, here are some small tidbits!

Hours:  8:50 a.m. – 3:20 p.m. A student arriving after 8:50 a.m. will be marked tardy. Morning announcements begin at 8:45 a.m. so please help your child be prompt.  After the first day of school, please do not plan on walking your child to the classroom.  Car riders and bus riders will be assisted to the room by a parapro or teacher.  
Attendance:  A written excuse is required if your child is absent.  This excuse needs to be sent in within 3 days of the absence for it to be excused.  Emails are not accepted as written notification.  
Lunch:  Our lunchtime is 12:45-1:05. If you would like to have lunch with your child, please send a note in the daily binder so that we know you are coming.  Sign in at the front desk and please wait in the hallway outside of the cafeteria for our arrival.  In addition, at the end of lunch, we ask that you say good-bye to your child as we leave the cafeteria.  We immediately go to the restroom and recess after lunch.  

Birthday Celebrations: Please let me know if you are planning on bringing in a special treat for your child’s birthday, so that I can make the arrangements ahead of time.  It is preferred that you bring cupcakes or cookies and they will be handed out during lunch or snack time. 

Ice Cream:  Ice cream is sold daily in the cafeteria for $1.00 during our lunchtime. 

Snack:  We will have a daily snack time in which your child may bring a nutritious snack from home. Please place your child’s water bottle in a zip-loc bag inside his / her book bag, so it doesn’t sweat or leak on library books and folders.   If you would prefer to send in snacks weekly, we have a cabinet where we can store them.    

Daily Binders:  A Daily Folder will come home in your child’s backpack.  You will find the daily behavior chart completed for your child each day. Please review and initial.  If you have any questions or comments, there is a space provided on the chart.  

Library Books:  Your child will be checking out books from the Media Center. Please be aware of the date your child’s book is due and help him/her return it on time or earlier so that he/she may check out another book.

Specials:  During the year, students will attend P.E., Art, and Music Specials.  Students must wear or bring tennis shoes on P.E. days.  Your child’s weekly Specials schedule will be provided in the daily folder.    

Supplies:  Thank you for purchasing your child’s school supplies.  Be sure jackets, book bags and lunch boxes are labeled with your child’s name.

Reward Treats:  We do occasionally give “reward treats” during our lessons.  Typically, these are M&M’s or Skittles.  If you would prefer a different treat for your child, please make sure you send it in to class.  Please let me know if you would prefer no treats to be given and I will use a different reward for your child.

Extra Set of Clothes:  PLEASE provide me with an extra set of clothes, particularly pants, shorts, and underwear.  Accidents do occasionally happen.  The clinic does provide loaner clothing, but having their own clothes to change in to makes the accident seem less traumatic to them.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  My email is:
Karen_Ona@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
